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JOHN BRIUNY HOPY HOUSE, o  uBS No. NY Baz ff
PO OF FISHKIIL, - SR 3l
LUTCHLSS COUNTY, NE' YORK | Lpng.g

This house stends just of ¥ the Brinkerhoff-Hopewell
Roesd, Route 82,near Swartwoutville, Dutchess County, New
York.

Early type of stone, with brick gable ends and dormer
windowss Blsck bricks inleid amcng the reé, outline the
figures "1738".

The house illustrstes a transition in dorestic archi-
teetwre; it s stone walls reflect the houzes of the first
settlers; but in the height of its ceilings and in wood trim
it shows the mogress and development of the mid BIH eighteenth
century.

While the Continentel srmy wos centered ¢t Fishkill,
Washington was John Brinkerhoff's guest, in this house for
sometine .

Tract of lond purchased by Dirck Brinksrhoff of Flushine,
pexrt of lerge tract Trom Madrm Erett. John Brinkerhoff settled
on this land after his merrisge in 1785 to Sonnetje Van Voobhees.
In 1738 he built this house on the high, fTertile flet which lies
on the west bank of the gprout Creek, nesr the confluence of
Sprout and Viskill, from whidi theve is &8 besutiful view of the
Clowe and Besconsse

In the fall of 1778 Genersl Veshingbion made this house
his hesdquarters from time W tiwe. He o-cupied tle bedroom
No. 3 back of the »rrlor on the west s ide of the house while there.
There is & tredition in the family tiwt the "motherly" Mrs.
Brinkerhof' f personally sau thet the Comander-in-Chief wes warmly
tucked in bed on cold nights.

another distinguished gwe st was General Lufayette, who 1%
is sgid cnce snent e week there,

The house of John Brinkerhoff is on the south s¥e o the
mein highway betveen Fishkill and liopewell, of £ & long avenws
outlined by stonewells and meple ftrees.

Built of stone, a stoxy and a helf high with & lerge attic
spaece, the frong wall is now covered with cement and the east gable
cddpboarded. The west gable is filled with red bricks and contains
the dete-1738, built in black bricks. Cf the wiginal wood trim
there remeins tre pehelled window cesing in the west parlor bedroom,
the panelled bedroom Acors in the second story, and twe at the rear

of the main wall, one vhich shut off the former staircese(now & pantry}):

and the other Dresumably gave entraiice to a cellar stairwey. The
ceiling are high, an unusual feature for the wer 1738, when heeting
faczlltlea were 111; d,eg;.A te. -

n tm n@r?@l} #gll of the house ere two winmlows whikh are
high and rerrow, the mnes, 3 in arcw, 3 rows in each sesh, helonging -
to the Firet wecrs of the nou”e. - _ sl
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About 1800, a periition was built dividing the otigimm 1l
m1l into twe varis{the first wortion weas finidiz 1 1% pnelled
wainscoting about 4 feot hirh) snd doors to corresvond for the
southwest wrior. :

-4 wood mante in adem details was placed in Room
1, known as the =cu =t merior, and tve e ndsome carved door
cesings matched the nantel

In the front Xest Room, & wood mantel wes edded which bears
an iddam desifgn aoplied Iin plester.

The vtresenit mein stairway is of the Iate 19th cent ury.
£11 the other windore in the house sre of the 19th century.

In the west front room, the firenlace conteins & narticulerly
fine wrought iron fire back, the ceanter of which is occupidd by the
ppirited figure of an angel, carryliang g staff or crook, aand fleanked
by conventionalized flowers =nd hwren [figures.

_ The decorstions sbout 1800 are preswmbly the work of John
Brinkernoff Van %yck,htis grandson, doeting from the time of his
second marrisrce in 1798,

In 1926 the house,(built by John Brinkerhof'f), was purchsced
by Toodar Wiltals cf Wew York City, revresenting & group of
Finnish Americans who will use the house and Irym as & co-onerative
colony. '

AGditional References: Helen Wilkinson Reynold s-"Dut ch Houses
and Loor weysa
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